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NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, R. L

June 10, 1952

Dear Mr, Kawgkami:
I am writing to you to mention several things.

First, I hope that your affairs with Mr., Cassidy are
coming out satisfactorily to yourself. For your
Information, I wrote to Mr. Cassidy that (g) you were
not en ordinary translator, (b) that you had a very
excellent knowledge of Japanese and knew very well what
went on in the Japsnese war on the Japanese side; (c)
you had to now review the Japanese side of the Battle
for Leyte Gulf which is now some 277 pages end (d) I
relied on you to state what is correct in sccordance with
the Japanese data available. I said, smong other things,
that I thought you quite superior and that, if our
Jepanese write-up is correct, it will be in a large part
due to you. I further said that you were extremely
punctilious and sccurate and surprisingly without bias,

Secondly, I want to tell you that I have not been sstisfied
with my write-up of the 15th as I do not feel that it did
Justice to the Jagpanese leaders., I am now in the process

of rewriting the 15th and I will send it to you presently.
I think that you will find that the new write-up is far
more resglistic. The reason for this difficulty is that

I was away for about three weeks on govermment business
and somehow lost the contact.

Thirdly, I would sppreciate it if you can send me the
original document of Shibata's Diary, I am interested in
tracing the disgrams shown in the Diary concerning contacts
on the 15th and placing it in the book. I alsc might find
some little point which may be helpful in solving some of
my quandaries,




I am delighted that Roger is back and I hope that he

is in good heslth and that what he brought back is good,
However, 1f there is anything new in it, which from your
memo seems unlikely for the period 10th to 17th, I, of
course, would be glad to get it.

With best regards to you, to Mrs. Tanska and to Monsieur
Pineau, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

TV o § S PO

R.W. BATES.

Mr, Clarke H, Kawgkami,

Office of Naval Records and History,
Room 1534, MAIN NAVY,

Navy Department,

Washington 25, D,C.
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NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, R. L

June 16, 1952‘

Dear Mr., Kawaksmi:

Thank you very much for the prompt action concerning the
dats submitted by Monsieur Pinesu. I am reading it now
and will comment presently. I will say this, however,
that the date of the discussion betwsen Kusaka and Toyodsa
was October 12th as written in the War College analysis,

Here 1s a quote from Admiral Tsekata's statement of October
10th, 1949:

"At about 0930 hours on the same day /Oct 10/ the
headquarters in Tokyo alerted the Base Alr Farce for
the SHO Operations No, 2 and prepared to have the T
Alr Attack Force attack at the right moment. C-in-C
Toyoda, who was then In Shinchiku, also alerted the
Base Alr Force for the 'Sho! Operations Nos 1 and 2,
before he was Informed of this issuance of the order
from Tokyo., As it turned out, however, his issuance
of the order was three hours after that from Tokyo.
This conduct on the part of the headquearters in Hiyoshi
gave such an impression to Admiral Toyoda that the
headquarters in Hiyoshl would issue further orders
meking contact with the Imperial General Headquarters,
He therefore expected the Headquarters in Hiyoshi to
contact Imperial General Hesdquarters, and issue the
orders for the Base Air Force to begin the SHO Operat-
ions. No such orders were issued even on the following
dey. He, therefore, suggested by telegrem to the
Headquarters in Hiyoshi that 'the orders to begin the
operations be issued from Hiyoshi after a thorough
discussion of the matter with the Navy Department of
Imperial General Headquarters,'

"7t was, therefore, understood that the orders
issued by the Hiyoshi Headquarters to the Base Air
Force regarding the commencement of the SHO Operations
were issued with the full approval of Imperial General
Headquarters. The Hiyoshi Headquarters which was in
a position to readily contact Imperisl Genersal Head-
quarters constantly issued orders and disposed of
necessary matters while C-in-C Toyoda was in Formosa,"




Further, I sm sending you a partial rewrite of the 1l5th.

I request that you replace the present pages with the new
pages. All pages were not re-done so this is a replacement
of pages rather than a rewrite.

Congratulations on the satisfactory agreement with Mr,
Cadsidy. I think that you got what you deserved and I am
as gratified as you are,

With best wishes to everyone, I am,
Very sinecerely yours,

R.W. BATES.

Encl: Corrected pages Orange Side BFLG
268-270, 272277

Mr. Clarke Ho Kawakm’

0ffice of Naval Records and History,
Room 1534, MAIN NAVY,

Navy Department,

waShington 25, D.c.




NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, R. L

June 17, 1952

Dear Mr, Kawakami:

You have brought up and'extremely interesting question in
your letter CHK No., 47. This is the question relating

to the fact that in your mind the employment of the "Base
Ailr Forces only" was a Navy deviation from the SHO plan.

The idea that you have advanced is not new to us, I saw
it long ago and commented on it, but refrained from
putting it in the book because I could not prove it with
the data on hand., In order to enter this in the book it
1s necessary to know the following:

(a) Do we know that this authority for Base Air
Forces only was not included in the Imperisl
General Headquarters Basic Plan? -

Do we know that the Army SHO plen corresponding
to the Combined Fleet's SHO plan did not provide
for Army Air only?

The evidence seems to be that the Army plan did’\

make this provision for the Army Air Forces in

the Philippines during these days lsunched :
strong attacks against TF-38, which attacks were:
not under Navy command, but instead were under
Army command, -~

I think your point 1s excellent if true, and I would
love to put 1t in the book, but we put in this book only
documentary evidence, With this, I am sure, you heartily

agree.
Can you document the above?

With best regards, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

TN O N

A ]

R.W. BATES

Mr. Clarke H, Kawakami,

O0ffice of Navel History & Records,
Room 1534, MAIN NAVY,

Navy Department,

Was 1ngton 25’ D.Ce.




NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, R. L

June 20, 1952

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Clarke H., Kawskami

l. Enclosed herewith 1s one diagrsm of command for the
Japanese side of the operstion up to October 17th., If

you see anything wrong with it, your comment to this effect
wlll be sgppreciated.

2. Also enclosed herewith is the writeup for October 16th
which I request you place in the draft of the book hereto-
fore sent you. I hope that you will comment on it.

3¢ You will observe that on the 16th I found it necessary
to consider that the October 15th contact reports concern-
ing the five carriers northeast of Formosa and the three
carriers In the same area had not been received by CinC,
Combined Fleet or by Tokyo at the time they were made, but
somehow had become lost in the communication chain until
early morning of October 16th, If this is accepted as a
fact then the Japanese dispatches of the 15th make good
sense, In general, but if it is not accepted as a fact,
then the writeup which I had on the 15th originslly would
have to obtain, This would not mske good sense,

4, Commander Hertmann has left but not fully. He 1is at
home continuing hils paper hanging and plumbing activities
at which he excels., So, should you produce some error or
recommend some change in the air operations, he and I can
talk it over providing I hear of it within the next few

days .

R.W. BATES.

Mr, Clarke H, Kawakemi,

Office of Naval Records and History,
Room 1534, MAIN NAVY,

Navy Department,

Washington 25, D,C.

Encls: Command Diagrem - Jspanese Side
Pages 278-328 inel. BFLG




- July B, 1962

Saér My Kawskaml:

Yesterday I recelved a letier from the Administrative Chief.of
the Navy Department, Admiral Harimsn, ssying that he could not
£ind a vacsney within the office of the Chief of Haval Dpera-
tions for more than one person In my Weshington office:. Since
be had promised me that this would not oecour, I em, needlsss
to sey, hiShly disturbed. : .

I have writfen %o him that I will be in Washington on Tueaday;
 July 8th, o discuas this matter with him and; 1f the situation
is no better, I wlll then ¢all you inte conference on that day .
end we will arrive ai a decision, - '

Admiral Hariman ssys that we can have either you or ¥rs. Taneka
as we see fit, but that there sre no veacancies for both. I
think the whole foul-up lies with Mr. Cassidy who, having been
directed long ago by Adulral Harimsn to meke arrangements for.
you and ¥rs. Tanaka tcompletely forgot about it until sbout s

- month ago when I sent Captain Rochefort to interrogate him as

" to theisimatiom Then M¥r. Cassidy sdmitted that he had taken
no action, )

Since that time ¥rs. Rosenberg, Asst. Secrstary for Defense in
charge of man-power, has frozaen all civilian civil service
perscnnel in Washington with the net result that our section
was limited to but one eivil mervice employes. .

Admiral Harimen is quite willing If you wish %0 remain %o allow
your new @S~12 rating, Its not the money - 1ts the vacancy.

You agked me whet I think of your oriticisms, I asgsure you
that I £ind them highly beneficial and have sccepted most of
them, but not all, I pulled Commender Haritmen back from hils
aew duty Into econference and we have straightensd sut most of
the date, You are quite 2 fellowl : o




. ~ . .

I am sending you au appraisel of the Japsnase losses, which
is the Jast data on the Japanese side, That will end the
whole affair up to 0719 Cetober 17ths R -

With best regerds te you and Eﬁs,' Tanaka and regrets théﬁ this
unfortunste s_itmat.ian hes arisen, I am,

Yery sincerely yours,
ReW. BATES, -

Enslosures Diseussion of plane }.esé_‘ek orange Side EFlG.

" ‘Mpe Clérke H, Kawakesl, -

0fflce of HWaval Records and History,
Room 1534, MAIN HAVY, o

Havy Department, : o
Feashington 25, Dale




NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, R. L

July 9, 1952
Dear Mr. Kawakamil:

I talked with the Commodore this morning and he was under the
impression that you were translating 1YB Action Report (WDC
161641). 1If so it will not be necessary, for as you may remem-
ber I did that some time ago. In fact you translated the section
on "Opinions" for me the last time I was down there.

He also asked about the translation of 221 AG at SHINCHIKU (%),
from the papers brought back by Roger. He had gotten the impres-
sion that there was little of value in the report due to the fact
that the Group'!s principal tasks were Combat Air Patrols. You
are the best judge of the value, to us, of the report, I merely
wish to suggest that if the report adds anything to our present
knowledge, subsequent to the 16th, in the way of strength figures,
actions, or reports of action by other forces it will be worth
while, particularly if there are any new dispatches.

I shall be looking forward to seeing your remarks on the Land
Based Aircraft section of the opus. I personally and I know

that the Commodore also feels the same way, appreciate and value
your comments and although we do not always agree with your ideas,
they are most valuable., I had always hoped that thls analysis
would be most thorough on the Japanese side and now that we are
finishing up the first volume I am sure that it treats objectively
the whole subject and is as complete as the available information
permits. In all modesty I think that all of us have done a good
job, and the exchange of thoughts, despite the 500 miles distance,

has been good.

During the Commodore's absence I am going to draw up an outline of
the narrative beginning at 0719 on the 17th and will sppreciate
your translations based on that time table. The air action will
be somewhat limited but 1YB - 2YB and the Main Body developments
will be needed. Hence anything gleaned from hitherto untranslated
surface documents will be welcome.

T am most hopeful that the arrangements regarding the continued
employment of Mrs. Tanaka and yourself sketchlly described over
the phone this morning will be concluded to everyone's satisfaction.




Providing of course that you and Mrs. Tangka are willing to
remain, 1t appears to be the only way out of the dilemna,
particularly as Mrs. Rosenberg seems to be adamant on the
"celling" ukase, and providing that ONI can and will produce
the necessary yen.

Best regards to Mrs. Tanaka and yourself, and remember me to
Roger.

Sincerely,

« ROCHEFORT.

Mr. Clarke H. Kawakami,

Office of Naval Records and History,
Room 1534, MAIN NAVY,

Navy Department,

Washington 25, D.C.
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NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, R. L

July 11, 1952

Dear Mr, Kawakami:

Your note of 9 July, together with comments on the remaining
portion of the MSS have just been delivered and I hasten to
reply, in the hope that you will be able to give me your thoughts
on the Command Set-up.

First, though, I want to tell you how glad I am that both you
and Mrs, Tanaka will be on the job, as usual after next week.
Since talking to the Commodore just prior to his enplaning I
have heard nothing of arrangements to be concluded. From the
tenor of your note I assume, and hope that the matter has been
arranged, 1f not to your complete pecuniary satisfaction, at
least enough to keep you there. One of the blessings of a
democracy such as ours is that you never know where you stand
--only one thing is sure, we are all at the mercy of the adminis-
tration.

With reference to the Command Set-up--I bellieve 1t is necessary
to show “General Staff" somewhere and accordingly have hit on
the following. :

Imperlial General Headquarters

Navy Section Army Section
(Nav Gen Staff) | (Army Gen Staff

ADM. OTKAWA ' GEN., UMEZU /

Either the sbove or a variation such as you have already noted
to the effect that "ADM. OIKAWA - Chief of Naval General Staff."

The point is, I conslider that the term Gen. Staff should appear
somewhere in the Chain of Command and as they were not between
GHQ and CinC, maybe the best place 1s in the big box.

Iikewise as this chart is supposed to be the "Theoretical™ chain,
we want to show Tenno at the top. What do you think of this?

Consultation

Supreme
War
Council

Emperor

| GHQ etc.l




Your other point in re FOURTH Air Army is well taken and I will
correct the chart accordingly. Incidentally the chart shows

Gen. K. UMEZU, which I have corrected to Y. UMEZU. You did not
comment on this., Was it an oversight or should it be K. UMEZU?

As for your other comments I will endeavor to smooth out the
discrepancies and arrive at something which will be mutually
satisfactory.

Agaln may I say how glad I am that the job situation has been
worked out.

Hastily and hoping the weather will take a turn for the better
down your way.

Mr. Clarke H. Kawakami,

O0ffice of Naval Records and History,
Room 1534, MAIN NAVY,

Navy Department,

Washington 25, D.C.
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NAVAL WAR COLLEGE

NEWPORT, R. L

29 July 1952

MEMORANDUM TO: Mr., Clarke H. Kawakemi

I am forwarding herewith four weather charts from the
ZUIKAKU. I believe they will be helpful to the study and
suggest that you do them on a - time available basis,

The Commodore is due back the latter part of the week, at
which time we hope to be able to put the finishing touches
on the first volume,

T certainly hope that the weather takes a turn for the
better down in your neighborhood., It has been a pretty
foul summer and I know you have been working under some

difficulties,
With best regards to everybody, I eam,

Sincerely,

«Js ROC
Captain,
Encl: Four weather charts
ZUIKAKU,

In regard to CofS Combined Fleet dispatch 171201 contailned
in the HYUGA Reportsparagraph 2 is a little confusing and
I would appreciate it if you would take enother look at the
original document if available. The Mobile Force Mailn
Body was actuelly, at all times, under the direct command
of Toyoda by reason of the fact that O0zewa commanded

both KDB and KDMB. Also I think the parenthes®s are
perhaps incorrectly placed.

QL0

(¢
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NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, R. L

31 July 1952

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Clarke H. KAWAKAMT

Commander MARINKE has been working on the Surigac Battle
and in the preliminary phases of his study, involving
constructlon of a consolidated track chart, he has raised the
following questions: -

(a) Is the SHIGURE document (WDC 161717 Part IV) the
only SHIGURE document available?

(b) Is "Phone Log" complete in every entry, or are there
other entries or more complste entries?

(c) Could the bearings given be labeled "true® or
"relative™ 1In some instances a bearing reciprocal
to that furnished seems to fit the picture better
when considered with the reports of the Allied units.

I would appreclate your looking over the original

document agaln, or if you prefer, send the document up here
and I will go over the entries with Cammander MARINKE,

Regards,

«de R

Mr, Clarke He. Kawakami,

Office of Naval Records & History,
Room 1534, MAIN NAVY,

Ravy Department,

Washington 25, D.C.




NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, R. L

July 31, 1952

Dear Mr., Kawakami:

I recelved your translations of ZUIKAKU and CHITOSE and in
comnection with them I do not think it is necessary to
translate any more of the weather maps of KDMB in view of
the fact that you are now translating one set of the ZUIKAKU.

I want to apologize for not sending down the MUSASHI-NAGATO
reports as I completely forgot your previous request, I am
sending them down now together with some rough translations
of NAGATO and YAMATO which I have been doing in my spare
moments, As you will see, they are not complete, but at
least wlll save you the nuisance of translating the daily
log. We would also like to have, in addition to the complete
NAGATO end YAMATO Reports, the MUSASHI, including the very
excellent damage chart. We would also like to have,
eventusally, the charts appended to both the NAGATO and YAMATO
Reports, If you prefer to save yourself a lot of tracing
work you can send them up and we!ll have them traced here,

In any event, there is no- rush about them as they apply

to the 24th and 25th,

As for the order of translating, I belleve your present
procedure is best, that is (a) message logs between 17th-
22nd; (b) 1YB and 2YB; and then (c) any other Main Body
Reports which you may run across, Sandwiched in between,
any air information would be helpful,

The Commodore 1s trying to get the first volume finished

as soon as possible, probably during August at which time
we will then go shead with the daily write-up beginning
with the 17ths So you can see that for the present at least
anything between the 17th and about the 22nd would be very

welcome,

I sympathize with the difficulties in regard to the weather,
It has been perfectly foul and even up here it is not too
good, Like everything else though, it will pass and we will
be complaining sbout the snow shortly.




I noted in the past that the activities of your confrere
with the French name, frequently comes under the heading of
boondoggling., Incidentally, the same may apply to other
organizations,

With best regards to Mrs, T and yourself and hopesfthat the
weather takes a turn for the better, I am,

Sincerely,

Enclosures:
(1) CHITOSE DetAcRep Weather Charts (Japanese Document).
(2) NAGATO Action Report 24-26 Oct 1944 (Rou%h Translations by
JJR) «
(3) YAMATO Action Report 17-28 Oct 1944 (Rou§h Translations by
JJR) e
(4) NAGATO, YAMATO, MUSASHI Action Reports (Japsnese Document).

\

(5) ZUIKAKU Detailed Action Report, SHO No. 1 Operation,
20-25 Oct 1944 (Typed from translations by CHK) - 3 copiles.

(Rough included)

Mr, Clarke H, Kawskami,

Office of Naval Records and History,
Room 1534, MAIN Navy,

Navy Department,

Washington 25, D.C.




NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, R. L

4 August 1952 iy

s
> Vice Bdm GOTO, Ey

/ _
MEMORANDUM: Mr, Kawgkami 7 A“;\\

Thanks very much for checking CinC Combined Fleet's
1718?.31. It clears the matter up nicely and sll 1s clear
ag ® s

4
£

In connection with the Command Relations Chart, we are
desirous of adding o few more nsmes to the Force Commsnders

___ as of 10-17 Octoberi Can you help in the following:

Ve

G “\\,—-(a) Was TOTSUéA (Northeast Area Force) also Comdr Second
Base Air Foree? If not, who was?

_~—(b) Was MIKAWA—(SWArea) also Comdr Fhilippine Fa ce
U (3rd SoExFleet)?—-If not who? py N ,,

‘ AT
_— (e} Who was Comdr Third Bese Air cep — 13° ad™ 0

- »
— [ T \I\(—a 6"\

and (d) Who were the Comdrs of 17t, 2nd and 4th SoExFleet?

Regards end hoping that the tooth is OK by now,
Sincerely,

Mr, Clarke H, Kawakami, .
Office of Naval Records & History,
Room 1534, MAIN NAVY, !
Navy Departament,

Washington 25, D,Ce




NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, R. 1.

August 8, 1952

MEMORANDUM TO: Mr, Clarke H., Kawekami

Thanks for the comments on the SHIGURE Report. I was
sure, in view of the fact that you had first-hand information
on the translation,that the remarks contained in the
translation meant what they said., Commander MARINKE now will

be Demewmepdn harpy

As for the copy of "Imperisl Japsnese Navy in WWII" which
I high-pressured you out of some time back, I want to
apologize for the inconvenience my action caused, I called
up that charscter in the Pentagon as you suggested and after
conferring with another person, he assured me that another
copy would be sent to PINEAU forthwith, I took his word for
it, which turns out not to have been sound, and I forgot to
check further, In any event, I sm enclosing a receipt for
the copy we have,

Also will send back the SHIGURE Report as soon as
MARINKE returns from leave and assures me he has no further
questions,

Best regards,

«J. ROCHEFORT,

Encl: Receipt IJN in WWII

Mr, Clarke H, Kawskami,

Office of Naval Records & History,
Room 1534, MAIN NAVY,

Navy Department, .




NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND

August 25, 1952

Dear Mr, Kawakamil:

I was very glad to get your comments on YAMATO Detailed Action
Report. I found them very helpful and like you, I find some of
the terms rather confusing. Here are some thoughts for whatever
they are worth.

Turn: In the Navy, course 1s changed by a Fleet by either a
course pennant (corpen) in which the heading is changed,
usually by & van unit, each other unit changing as it
reaches the turning point; or by a Turn in which all
units change course simultsneously. Therefore all turns
mist be "simultaneous." I usually (in Navy terms) trans-
late turns in terms of 109, and if the turn is to the
left, the numeral precedes the word turn. For example,
a 300 turn to the left becomes 3 Turn, a 45° turn to the
right becomes Turn 4.5, etc. Sometimes the documents
refer to: ™Turned to xxx°," which I translate simply as
"Turned to xxx°" instead of "Turn xxx°."

Speeds: I arrived at the notes on speeds by comparing the Signal
logs and the "Outline of Progress®™ in the three reports of
BatDiv 1, Normally, Navy speeds are 1/3, 2/3, Standard,
Full, and Flank in that order.

The Japanese apparently used the term "Battle Speed" in
lieu of the above. The only weakness in their system, it
seems, 1s that different units used different battle
speeds, so that say the BB's battle speed 1 was 16 (with
a maximum speed of 25), if Battle Speed 1 for DD's was 16
1ts maximum speed was more on the order of 30 or more.
"Flank Speed"™ means "all you have" and 1s a higher speed
than "Full," therefore I put KYOSOKU at the top. Flank
Speed would be a more descriptive term than "forced cruis-
ing speed." I missed the CarDiv 4 reference and would in-
cline to the opinion that it was an error. Of course flank
speed depends on the boilers in use, i.e. if only 2 boilers
:ere cut in, "flank speed" would be less than if 4 were cut
n.

Evasive Maneuvering: I have rendered all forms of evasive
maneuvering by using the rudder as "maneuvering" or
"evaded," ete. Perhaps in some instances it would be




. . - .

helpful to know whether a torpedo or plane attack were
evaded by port or starboard turns, but I doubt it. In
practice the ship would "fish-tail™ or use the rudder
first one way, then the other, so that the direction of

the rudder 1s placed first 1s not important.

Also on turns or course changes = 1if, say, the course is
220 and 1t 1s being changed to 250, the rudder will in
almost every case be put right so that the ship swings
through 30°. If the rudder were put left the ship would
swing through 330°, The same applies to turns, if the ship
is heading 220 and a signal is made to turn to 250, the
inclusion of "rudder put over to starboard™ is unnecessary.

Zigzagging: I prefer, just the plain A or X method. Except when
the zigzap 1s independently carried out, all ships will
zlgzag in unison, simultaneously, usually on time - that 1is,
so many minutes on a certain course, then change course and
so many minutes on a new course, etc.

You will note I usually simplify all conditions of readiness
"simply as
Set Condition 1 - (all hands at battle stations) -
Set Condition 2 = (% of crew at battle stations)
etce.

As for your correcting my entries, I'll be very happy if you con-
tinue to do so. I'll defer to your judgment, that's what I think
of my ability as a translator! Actually the main differences in
the Yamato Report are more apparent than real. I lean to the Navy
Jargon while you lean toward literal meaning - both are accurate.

Best regards to Mrs. Tanaka and yourself.

Sincerely,

%OCHEFORT .
Mr. Clarke H. Kawakami,

Office of Naval Records and History,
Room 1534, MAIN Navy,
Navy Department,

Washington 25, D.C. . : - Cont
’ . . O fglpsy
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NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND

September 15, 1952

Dear Mr, Kawakami:

The period 17-21 i3 shaping up as well as can be expected.,
There are a few points on which additional information could

be gainfully used,

& (1) Info on CinC's transfer of tankers to 1 YB about 17-
w«/ 18 October. That is, dispatches from CinC showing
time and names of ships transferred. g
(2) The employment and composition of 931 AG, transferred J's\
to KDMB on 17 October, N
N4

W (3) The disposition and strength of 8th Air Division ~
¥ / on Formosa after the 16th, when and in what strength

did they go to Fhilippines,

(4) The significence of the reference to Camranh Bay
_ mentioned in CruDiv 5 Communications Log (CruDiv 5
War Diary). Did 1 YB expect to proceed via Camranh?

For fueling?

Any info bearing on KDB snd 1 YB statements to the
effect that they could not sortie on 19th. due to
non-tankers at Brunei (1 YB) and loading of aircraft

(KDB).

(6) Any further information on fleet's reaction to Car-
Nicobar diversion on 17th,

W\
(L‘:‘}.‘\&/(‘?) And of course, the o0ld story, i.e., air in the
Qr’“v ;3}’" ( __  Philippines 17-21 October, ,

\N .

Regards,

J.de R ORT

P.S. I need a copy of the interrogations of the Surigso, etc,
survivors. Have gone thru ONI files - no luck, They
transferred all of them to CIA who transferred them to
NA with no inventory. Perhaps Pineau has a lead on them?
T asked War Dept. some time ago but no luck,

JIR




NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND

17 September 1952

MEMORANDUM TO: Mr. Clarke H. Kawakami.

During the time I had some of the documents up here I believe
I saw in one of the reports a reference to the attack on Car-
Nicobars on 17 October and using the term "diversion." If
memory serves, the reference was at the bottom of the page
under "Remarks," and occurred in one of the lesser command
reports, such as & CruDiv or DesRon.

Now I ceannot locate the item. If you run across the reference
please let me have it so it can be included in our 17 October
‘rite ‘up °

Another subject - Several dispatches refer to originator as

"Eastern Radlo #1." I believe that should be Tokyo Radio,

particularly if it is "TOTSO™ or some similar abbreviation.

An example would be GF DesOpOrd 333 as given in 708 Attack -
~ Kanoysa.

Best regards to Mrs. Tanaka and yourself, and say hello to
Pineau.

Jeds R FORT.

Mr. Clarke H. Kawakami,

Office of Naval Records and History,
Room 1534, MAIN NAVY,

Navy Department,

Washington 25, D.C.




NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND

September 22, 1952

Dear Mr., Kawakami:

I am sending you herewith as an enclosure my last writeup on the
Japanese Side of the operations for October 17th up to 0719 that
date. I thlink you have seen some of this, but whether you have
or not, I am sending it to make the continuity complete. I am
particularly interested in your thoughts concerning the Japanese
Plan which I hope you will find correct. I am enclosing with
this the Allied Plan which will facilitate the consideration of
the Japanese Plan. I am enclosing a General Summary which gives,
as you can see, a sort of summation of both sides. Finally, I
have introduced an Epilogue with which I plan to end this Volume.
It is my hope that this Epilogue will alert the reader to the
subsequent Volumes. If you find fault with this Epilogue or cen
disapprove or improve it, naturally I shall be glad to hear it.

I have no objection whatsoever to your golng on leave as I think
you are entitled to it. I know nothing of your contract so I
don't lknow how your leave is handled. If you desire to take it,
I would suggest that you handle it yourself in accordance with
the terms of the contract which are, of course, unknown to me.

Should your leave be approved, I hope that you don't leave
untll you have finished reading these papers.

New subject: I note that you have, in some cases, been glving
in full the situation (Introductory Remarks) as expressed in the
beginning of the Action Reports of some ships and commanders. I
also note that in other cases you drop it. Personally I consider
that the situation is of great importance as it indicates to me
what the commanders or commanding officers were thinking about.
Often they disasgree in their Situation Estimates. This also 1s
valuable to me in appraising the whole situation. I should,
therefore, prefer that the situation be translated in general,
unless, of course, it 1s obviously worthless. Much of the infor-
metion concerning Savo Island I got from the "situations™ in the
reports.




I shall be in Washington presently.

Please give my best regerds to Mrs. Tanaks and with best
regards to you, I am,

Sincerely yours,

(S 3w

R.W. BATES.

Enel:

Pages 633 to 664 (Orange side)
Appendix II (Volume I BFLG)
Allied Plan

Mr. Clarke H. Kawakami,

Office of Naval Records and History,
Room 1534, MAIN NAVY,

Navy Department,

Washington 25, D.C.
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NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND

October 1lst, 1952

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr, Clarke H, Kawakami

If convenient I would sppreciste you sending up the War
Diary FIRST Escort Force 1-31 October (WDC 161719) which you
mention in your "Jaspanese Fleet Dispositions", also the
War Diasry of the THIRD Escort Force for October, if available,

If you prefer, and have time to do so (that is if you
are not going on leave), you can give me the information I
want which 1s: —

Location and movements of units of the Escort Force
in the Empire-Singaspore Area, in order to ascertain location
of escort carriers, ollers and escorts during the period
17-24 October, Also data on complement of plmes on Shinyo
and Kalyo and action taken locally to counter British action at
Car-Nicobars,

Hope HMrs, T's indisposition is s thing of the past and
you sare enjoying this wonderful Fall weather,

Sincerely,

J. ROCHEFORT.
Mr. Clarke H, Kawakami,

Office of Naval Records & History,
Room 1534 MAIN NAVY,

Navy Department,

Washington 25, D,C,




NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, R. L

October 23, 1952

Dear Mr. Kawakami:

May I thank you very much for putting the pressure on
Roger Pineau so that I might get Koyanagi's statement.
It has arrived and I am pleased to get it. I have re-
read and I am satisfied that, whether intended or not,
it is hindsight in a large part more than factual. This
is not said in criticism because our American Admirals
were just as forgetful. If you will remember Koyanagi
talks about how useless it would be to destroy transports
five days after the landing day since the transports
would be empty. That makes good sense today, but it
made no sense to Admirals Kurita and Koyanagl either

at the time or on October 20th. At that time CinC,
Combined Fleet directed Kurita to destroy enemy surface
forces, after which he was to annihilate landing forces
in a night attack. If the landing forces were out of
the ships as Koyanagl states today, why and how could
the striking force destroy the "landing force?"

In my mind Koyanagl is building up a story to cover the
futility of their efforts and is listing many items which
today look good, but which are not supported by the facts
of the time. For that reason I have continued the write-
up of the Japanese Plan as heretofore and have merely
stated that the Japanese objective was "the destruction
by decisive battle of the Allied support forces (such

as the SEVENTH Fleet) which opposed its entry into the
landing area" and then after annihilating these forces,
the destruction of the transports at the beachhesd. I

am sorry 1f you do not concur in this view, since I
appreciate your attitude very much.

I haven't heard a thing about your article on MacArthur!'s
History and I hope I hear nothing unpleasant. You have
nothing to worry about, however, if your facts are correct.
Frankly, what General Willoughby has to say is unimportant
to me since he wasn't too friendly to my agent, namely
Roger Pinesau.




I hope that you have a pleasant leave when you take it and
that all i1s well in the Washington section.

With very best regards to you and Mrs. Tanaka, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

R.W. BATES.

Mr, Clarke H. Kawakami,

Office of Naval Records & History,
Room 1534, MAIN NAVY,

Navy Department,

Washington 25, D.C.
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NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND

November 6, 1952

Deer Mr, Kawekemi:

My intentions have been good in regard to answering your
past notes, but procrastination was stronger. Now a
specific matter has come up, so will get off a long
delayed note.

As you know, a movie of the Battle of Savo Island is being
made and in connection with that a messsge in Kanji 1is
needed, The Commodore has asked that you prepare a
dispatch, using naval dispatch phraseoclogy, giving the
following information. The message was received by the
Japanese commander at 0725:

"Enemy task force of twenty ships attacking Tulsagi-
undergoing severe bombing-landing preparations
underway-help is requested."”

I believe Kaisho would be better than a form of Sosho, as
it would perhaps look more authentic and would be easier
to copy by the movie artists.

It will not be necessary to include the heading or the
date-time group, Just the body of message.

Your translations of the Escort Force, their air groups

and the information on the Kaiyo, Shinyo, etc. have been

most welcome and valuable. The picture is clearing up
__very nicely from my point of view.

//—Is there any possibility of getting a copy of Part III
" of "Navael Air Operations in the Philipgines Area 19)2-
i 1945, Japsnese Studies in World War II", Historical
| Section G2, GHQ, FEC file No. 8-5, JS-1? This is the
document we call "Philippine Area Naval Operations,”

i

\
I would have enjoyed seeing Lasswell and Taylor. Lasswell
worked with me at Pearl during the war and is a goed solid
citizen. Taxlor was not there, but I worked with him
later, His "hatsuon™ as I remember it, was pretty foul.




I trust you have received the originals of the 1lst, 3rd,
and Lth Escort Force reports so Monsieur Pineau need
worry no longer.

Read your piece in the Reporter with interest., To date
have heard nothing up here regarding any possible
repercussions.

This is about all, Best regards to both Mrs. T and yourself
and trust you are enjoying the autumm,

Sincerely,

Mr, Clarke H. Kawakami,

Office of Naval Records & History,
Room 1534, MAIN NAVY,

Navy Department,

Washington 25, D.C.
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NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND

November 19, 1952

Dear Mr. Kawakami:

Enclosed herewith is the page you recently sent up. I
have had it photographed and I am sure the movie people
will be satisfied.

For information, the time of recelpt of 0725 was obtained
from CRUDIV 6's report which stated the message was
received at 0525 (minus 9). I am going to suggest that
when the message is reproduced that the times be deleted.

Also, I am sending back the track chart which I previously
extracted from the BATDIV 1 report. I thought you knew
that I had it. In any event I have had it copied up here
so will not need another copy.

With reference to the questions I asked you about the
monograph--1 had missed the polnt. What threw me was the
change in name, Please forget the whole thing.

As you know from Commander Marinke, the Commodore is
on the West Coast in connection with his mothert's funeral
and will probably not return until after Thanksgiving.

The typing of the First Volume is about finished and when
the Commodore returns I expect we will start intensive
work on the Second Volume commencing at 0719 October 17th.
So if you have anything about that time would appreciate
it.

With best regards to all.

Sincerely,

éﬁEJ. ROCHEYORT
Mr,., Clarke H. Kawakami,

Office of Naval Records & History,

Room 1534 MAIN NAVY,
Navy Department,

Washington 25, D.C.

Encl: Japanese Message
Track Chart BATDIV 1




NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
NEWPORT, R. L

24 November 1952

Dear Mr, Xawgkami:

I am returning herewith the original of the trans-
lation you did while I ferreted about for the POW
interrogation last wesk.s

Even though the Captain of the ASAGUMO seems to be
off in his times and dates, his information is

rather good, and I am glad to have it. The Captain
of the MICHISIO had very little to say and he, un-
fortunately, is the one I am really interested in.

I wish to thank you and Roger Pineau for the
assistance rendered me during my short wisit. Please
relay my appreciation to Pinesu and tell him I had
intended to see him on Thursday.

Sincerely yours,

A

C. A. MARINKE

Mr., Clarke H. Kawakami

Office of Naval Records and History
Room 1534, Main Navy

Navy Department

Washington 25, D. C.
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